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Lara


I’m trying to find…


Pierre


What can I get you to drink?


Lara


I don’t want a drink. I…


Pierre


Only paying customers welcome. There’s the door.
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Lara


Are you Pierre?


pierre


(grunts)


Possibly. What can I get you?


Lara


Information.


Pierre


(loud whining voice)


Really! Well everyone wants something for nothing.


Lara


It needn’t be for nothing. We could trade.


Pierre


Trade?


Lara


You used to work at Le Serpent Rouge. I need to find your ex-boss Bouchard.


Pierre


You don’t look like police.
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Lara


What sort of problems do you have? Any situations need clearing up? Difficulties removed?


Pierre


In exchange for information about Louis Bouchard. Hm. That’s dangerous information.


Lara


(icy no-shit tone)


I’m a dangerous girl. And right now I’m losing patience.


Pierre


I do have a ‘situation’ that needs tidying.


Pierre


A retrieval job.


[ Lara nods encouragingly.]


Pierre


Something I forgot to pickup from Le Serpent Rouge when I left in a hurry. It’s mine. And I want it back.


Lara


Why don’t you just pick it up yourself?


Pierre


Two guesses.


Lara


Bouchard? The Monstrum? 


[Pierre looks alarmed]


Pierre


Don’t joke about the Monstrum! Bouchard ran a lot of operations there. The place will be staked out.


Lara


Just tell me where the item is in the club.


Pierre


It’s small, small enough to fit inside one of the stage lights. The one that doesn’t work.


Lara


That’s it?


[She pauses – considers.]


Lara


OK. I can work with that. How do I get into the club?


Pierre


With this.


[He holds up a key.]


Pierre


This’ll get you in behind the stage area at the back. Return what’s mine to me, here, and I’ll put you in touch with Louis Bouchard.


Lara


I’m sure he’ll be glad to hear from you again.


Pierre


(nervous)


He isn’t going to. I just tell you where to find him. Then it’s up to you.


Lara 


OK. And if this doesn’t work out I know where to find you. Don’t I Pierre.





Pierre


Stop messing me about. You’ll never find Bouchard without my help.


He makes a move under the counter as if reaching for something.


Lara-u


Move that hand another inch and you’ll be wiping counters with stumps. Put your hands where I can see ‘em.


Pierre


OK, OK. Take it easy. Are we going to deal?


Lara


Only if you behave.


Pierre


Alright. (Lowers his voice) Bouchard is lying low. I know someone who can show you where.


Lara


You can trust them, this person you know?














Pierre


Did you…?


He stops, starts again, more quietly, glancing at the customer.


Pierre


Everything go ok?


Lara


It’s quiet in here. Your voice really carries.


Pierre


(hissing)


Don’t mess me about.


Lara


You were right about the place being staked out. There were gunmen all over the place. No sign of the Monstrum though.


 [This stops Pierre in his tracks for a moment. His face goes pale. 


Lara has taken the Box out and holds it up. Pierre stops in full flood.]


Pierre


You got it! HA!


Lara


Now, a little matter of Bouchard’s whereabouts.


Pierre


Bouchard. Yes…er…


Lara


You aren’t going to disappoint me are you. You don’t want to see my dangerous side.


Pierre


No. it’s just that someone else was asking for him. Just after you left.


Lara


Asking for Bouchard?


Pierre


Yes. The customer who was sat in the corner, reading his paper. I couldn’t tell him anything, naturally. But he may have overheard us.


[Lara looks very pissed.]


Lara


You know, you talk real loud. It’s hard not to notice it.








Pierre


Stop wasting my time. Hand it over.


Lara-f


Information first Pierre. Bouchard’s whereabouts?


Pierre


No chance. Gimme the Box first.


Lara


Pierre, what happened to our friendship? You didn’t ask if I got hurt at the club.


Pierre


Cut it out! Look, you need my help. Bouchard is a hard man to find. And he’s under a lot of pressure lately. Make the wrong approach and you’re dead.


Lara


I can be very careful. And so should you. Especially if you want this.


[holds up the Box again].














Lara


No, I don’t but I do deal with problems. Sort them out.


Pierre


And run errands no doubt.


Lara


If need be. And they pay well enough.


Pierre


Hm! What sort of problems?
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Lara


How would you know?


Pierre


I don’t talk to police.


Lara


With your reputation you’d be unwise to.


Pierre


What do you…? Never mind. You mentioned a trade.








Pierre


That’s mine anyway! Hand it over.


Lara


I don’t think this friendship is working out, is it Pierre.


Pierre


You can’t back out now. You’ll never find him without my help.


Lara


D’you know I’m tempted to try anyway. It’d be your style to set me up for a double cross. How hard can it be to track down someone with his reputation.


Pierre


Real hard, without the right contacts. And not everyone is as polite as me.


Lara


Or as loud hopefully.


Pierre


But they might be more dangerous. The Monstrum isn’t the only killer on the streets.


Lara


(chilling tone)


You’d do well to remember that Pierre. You wouldn’t want this to get personal – would you.








DIALOGUE #3





BUTTON


PRESSED





Pierre


Just about. Name of Francine. She’s my ex.


Lara


Reassuring.


Pierre


This is her address and the code for the gate.


Lara


And she can point me to Bouchard? You’re sure?


She holds up the box.


Pierre


Oh, absolutely. She knows a discrete route to the back of the premises.


Lara


Discrete? Translation - dangerous.


Pierre


Nothing in Paris is safe. But this route will get you where you want to go. Please?


[He reaches for the box. Lara tosses it to him. He catches it like a glass egg. Clasping it to his chest he takes out his mobile and makes a whispered call which we don’t hear. He puts the mobile away.]


Pierre


It’s arranged. She’s expecting you.


[Lara strides to the door.]


Lara


I hope this arrangement works out Pierre. I’d hate for you to become a personal problem that I have to come back and tidy up.
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