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Lara


(hands him the money)


Here. Now, how do I find Bouchard?


JANITOR


It’s not going to be easy y’know.


Lara


Let me be the judge of that.


JANITOR


Bouchard has had big trouble lately. And he owes me! Big time!


Lara


Perhaps I can help you. What does Bouchard owe you?


JANITOR


A Box. My Box! And I want it back. It was hidden at his old club, the Serpent Rouge. But  things got nasty.  I had to leave it behind.


Lara


What if I were to retrieve it for you from this club? 


JANITOR


I know a password that’d get you past Bouchard’s door guard at his new hideout.


Lara


OK. So do we have a deal.? Your Box for the password?


JANITOR 


Deal.


[He holds up a key.]


This will get you into the garage next to Le Serpent Rouge. 


From there a passage leads into the main building.





Lara-u


You’d better not be giving me the run around old man.


JANITOR


Threats aren’t gonna help you sweet thing.


Lara


It may help me to feel better if I work you over a little.


JANITOR


What if I did help you. What’s in it for me?


Lara


Apart from the money? What do you want,  advice, a decent coat, deodorant?


JANITOR


That’s it! Get outta here. Leave me alone. And tell Janice she should keep her mouth shut in future.


Lara


Bernard! You’re a big disappointment to me. Let’s hope you feel safe out here when it gets dark.


[Janitor looks around clearly scared as Lara leaves.]








Lara


You’re name’s Bernard. Janice said I might find you here.


JANITOR


(annoyed)


She shouldn’t be giving my name out like that. What d’you want? I’m busy.





LARA


Hey, take it easy. Janice...








Lara


You should be more polite to strangers. You never know who they are.


JANITOR


I don’t give a dead cuss who you are.


Lara


Janice said you were a real charmer.
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JANITOR


Back already. Got the money?





Lara


Nice day.


JANITOR


Hm!


Lara


I’m trying to find someone. Are you from around here?


JANITOR


Leave me alone. I’m busy.


Lara


I only wanted to ask…


JANITOR turns his back on her. Lara gives him a laser stare and moves on out of the park.








If Lara has enough cash she can hamd it over and go straiight to DIALOG #3





If  Lara has no cash she heads off  to get some.





Lara


I’m trying to find someone.


JANITOR


Can’t help you. Never heard of ‘em, whoever it is.


Lara


That’s odd. Janice said you worked for him.


JANITOR


(alarmed)


D’you mean Bouchard?








Lara


Watch your attitude charm boy.


JANITOR


I’ll watch nothing. Leave me alone.


Lara


I’m going to have to tell your old boss how rude you are to the ladies.


JANITOR


(alarmed)


Not Bouchard!
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After having  spoken to Janice.





Lara returns from the club with the BOX.





Lara


The same. He may know what happened to a friend of mine.


JANITOR


Forget it. Bouchard doesn’t like time wasters.


Lara


Neither do I. So where is he?


JANITOR 


Under cover. But E160 might jog my memory. (£100)





LARA


I’ll be back.
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DIALOGUE #3





Janitor will only talk to Lara if she has spoken to Janice first.





JANITOR


Did you get it?


LARA


Here it is.


JANITOR


No problems?


Lara


None that actually crippled me, no. So what’s the password?


JANITOR


Gimme the Box first. It’s mine!


Lara


No chance old man! Password first!


JANITOR


OK, OK…it’s ‘Pluit Noir’. Talk to Bouchard’s Doorman.


Lara


And this is guaranteed to get me to Bouchard. With no hitches.


JANITOR


I didn’t say anything about no hitches. But it will work.


Lara


It’d better. Where do I find this Doorman?


JANITOR


He’s at the side of the old church on Rue Dominique. It’s run as a gym now.


Lara


Right, we’re done. But if this doesn’t work out Bernard, I know where to find you.


[She throws him the Box and he catches it like a glass baby. As Lara leaves he opens it and the golden glow lights up his ratty features.]
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Lara


What am I looking for?


JANITOR


A small box. Hidden in a broken lighting rig.


Lara


Good. Now, we’re beginning to feel like old buddies aren’t we. Where will you be in an hour?


JANITOR


In an hour? Here. But after that who knows.


Lara


Make sure you are. I don’t like wasting my time, remember.


[JANITOR grunts noncommittally and turns away. Lara exits for the club and garage.]








JANITOR 


Janice! That hag. What did she speak to you for? Why did she tell you about me?
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Lara


Excuse me.


JANITOR


You’re not from round here.


Lara


No.


JANITOR


Then leave me alone. Damn strangers. I don’t know your  name.
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